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3. Periodic Critical Review

As of the 1st of September 2017, the Authority will be subject to a Periodic Critical Review (PCR) 

every five years. The objective of the PCR is: 

• To ensure that the ongoing business case for State bodies, including those newly

established, will be subject to periodic scrutiny and assessment;

• To secure improvements in accountability, efficiency and effectiveness;

• To objectively scrutinise the case for rationalisation and consolidation of the Authority in

light of changing requirements, demands and priorities;

• To assess the extent to which the governance structure of the Authority and the

Department's oversight of the Authority is consistent with its legislative underpinning and is

strongly aligned to the business needs of the body.

As set out in the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies, a Working Group comprised 

of officials from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, the 

Adoption Authority of Ireland and the relevant Vote Sections of the Department of Public 

Expenditure and Reform, will be established by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 

Integration and Youth Affairs to conduct the PCR and report to the Minister for Children Equality, 

Disability, Integration and Youth. 

Given the work in 2022 in preparing for and implementing the Birth Information and Tracing Act 

2022, it was agreed between the Department and the Authority that a Periodic Critical Review was 

not practical during 2022. It is intended that this Periodic Critical Review will take place in the latter 

half of 2023. 

4. Review of Oversight Agreement

As recommended by the DPER Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (2016) the 

Oversight Agreement is a dynamic document insofar as it should be modified in light of changing 

circumstances. The oversight agreement will be reviewed annually and updated as required. 

Signatures: 

Kevin McCarthy 
Secretary General 
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth Affairs 

Date: ___________ _ 

Patricia Carey 
Chief Executive 
The Adoption Authority of Ireland 

Date:_23/11/2022 ________ _ 
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